She's spot on 
the cash 
raising cue 


OYCE ‘Gardner’s unique 

snooker skélls have already 
raised more than £2,000 for 
spastics during the first 21 
shows of the current exhibi- 
tion series. : 

Joyce, the Ladies World 
Snooker Champion is the only 


full time professional lady 
snooker. player, and has won 
the world women’s title 


seven times. She is also one of 
The Spasties .Society’s_.most 
ardent fund raisers — her 
matches draw crowds of 
snooker followers and at the 
end of each match she auc- 
tions her cue and equipment. 

She has been joined in her 
matches by Jack Rea, Irish 
professional champion for the 
last 20 years and John Dun- 


ning, Yorkshire amateur | 
champion. 
Her matches are literally 


held all over the country but 
Joyce, who has been fund rais- 
ing in this way since 1960 finds 
it no strain. “It’s less exhaust- 
ing going up to Coventry, 
Stockton-on-Tees, County Dur- 
ham, Northumberland and 
Somerset than it is to try and 
drive across London. Anyway | 
I’m used to it now.” 

And Joyee needs all her 
strength for playing: “Men are | 
better players — they are 
physically stronger and that's 
what counts.” 


Her current tour is now tak 
ing her to the Midlands and | 
the Southern Counties. 


John works for 


his Gold Award 


PORN Chubb, of The 
e Spastics Society’s Gladys 

Holman House, is busy 
working towards his Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold Award 
Recently, as part of the 


scheme, he organised a week- 
end for buth able-bodied and 
handicapped people at the 


Dame Hannah Rogers Schvol at | 
Ivybridge. And that meant | 
planning every detail, includ- | 


ing transport and food. 


Taxman grabs * 
bequest to spastics | 


A £3 million bequest to The Spastics 


‘Society from one of its founder members 


will not be used to help the handicapped. 
Instead it seems that the whole amount 
will be taken by the Treasury. This was 
the shock news which horrified delegates 
to the Society’s Annual General Meeting 
in London on October 27th. 

Mr. William Burn, the Society’s Chairman, told 
them the story of the generous gift that never was. 
It started in November 1971, he said, when Miss Jean 
Garwood died suddenly at the age of 54, leaving 
most of her £725,000 estate to help continue the work 
of the Society of which she was one of the four 


founders. 

Immediately the Govern- 
ment claimed £500,000 in 
estate duty, as Miss Gar- 
wood had not actually 
given her money to the 
Society as a gift before her 
unexpected death, The 
Society was told it would 
aventually receive about 
£100,000. 

“Two years later,” went 
on Mr. Burn, “‘the Society 
has not received one penny 
from this bequest. Unfor- 
tunately, it now seems un- 
likely that we shall re- 
ceive anything at all, be- 
cause the State claims, on 
technical and complicated 
legal grounds, <«dditional 
duty which may well ab- 
sorb the entire residue.” 


These grounds arise because 
the buildings and land that 
house St. Margaret’s School at 
Croydon — the first school in 
Europe to cater specifically for 
spastics — was leased rent-free 
to the school by Miss Garwvod 
and her sister. 


Highest rate 


Now the Inland Revenue says 
it is entitled to claim tax at 
the highest rate of 85 per cent 
on this additional joint prop- 
erty, even though for a long 
time during - Miss Garwvod’s 
life it was used—and is still 
being used — solely for the 
benefit of resident spastics. 

This extra tax will swallow 
up the remainder of the leg- 
acy. 


Mr. Burn demanded swift 


» 


Mr. Burn is interviewed about the Treasury’s tax grab 
by a reporter from the B.B.C. The dramatic story re- 
ceived wide coyeage. 


changes in the law to prevent 
similar cases in the future, by 
the removal of the present 
£50,000 limit on duty free be- 
quests to charities, and immed- 
jately after the A.G.M. pressed 
up this demand in a letter to 
the. Chancellor (Miss Garwoud, 
in fact, died before this duty 
free concession was granted in 
1972). 


At the A.G.M he told mem- 
bers: “There is absolutely no 
reason why full -relief from 
estate duty on all charitable 
bequests cannot be granted 


immediately. Such action by 
the Gvvernment would reduce 
its income by an insignificant 
amount, but would provide last- 
ing and immeasurable benefit 
to charities.” 

Mr. Burn said he did not 
blame the Estate Duty office 
for its interpretation of the 
law as it stood at the time of 
Miss Garwvod’s death. But he 
did blame past and present 
Governments “for their short- 
sightedness in not providing 


Continued on Page 5 


Why the engine purred... 


fer such a small kitten, 
Jeremy certainly gets 
about. He is 10 weeks old and 
has already used up one of his 
nine lives, in a joy-ride round 
Cardiff. 

For he climbed into the 
bonnet of a Spastics Society 
ambulance used to transport 
youngsters to and from the 
Sully Works Centre. 

Mr. Reg Probert, the driver, 
parks the ambulance each 
night near Jeremy’s . Cardiff 
home which is when Mr. Pro- 
bert believes Jeremy made his 
eat burglary entrance. He said: 
“He’d climbed into the engine 
— how he survived I don’t 
know.” ; 

Mr. Probert took the ambu- 
lance into a garage for ser- 
vicing after the morning jour- 
ney and it was only when the 
mechanic opened up the 
bennet that the kitten was 
found. 

He had a more comfortable 
journey home because he 
travelled back cradled and 
crooned over in the arms of 
the Sully work force. 

And Jeremy’s good angel 
was on hand to make sure he 
was re-united with his dis- 
traught young owner. For Mr. 
Probert saw six - year - old 
Eamonn O'Sullivan sobbing on 
the pavement near the ambu- 
lance’s parking — spot and 
guessed he must be looking 
for Jeremy. Our photograph 
shows the lucky puss, happy 
owner, and the joy-ride am- 
bulance. 

Picture by courtesy of Wes- 
tern Mail and Echo, 


Memorial to road 


accident victim 


A 19-YEAR-OLD spastic 

4% youth who died in a road 
accident recently is to have a 
permanent memorial in the 
form of equipment for handi- 
capped children at a special 
school near his home. 

The parents of Derek Robson 
from Simonburn, Northumber- 
land asked friends not to send 
flowers or wreathes after their 
son’s death, but to send dona- 
tions to the Priory School at 
Corbridge. 


a million | 
Support 


re rl 


rallied 


for law 


change 


gwut support rallied to 
The Spasties Society when 
the facts about the legacy grab 
became known. Press, radio 
and TV gave full coverage to 
the story and on Monday, 29th,’ 
Mr. Jack Ashley, M.P., Chair- 
man of the Parliamentary All- 
Party Disablement Group made 
a personal plea to the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer through 
the Treasury, asking him to re- 
consider the déecision which had 
left the Society with nothing 
from Miss Garwood’s bequest. 
Mr. Ashley also asked the 
Chancellor to review at once 
the imposition of Value Added 
Tax on charities. M.P’s on 
both sides. of the House said 
they would back up Mr. Ashley. 
In a leading article headed 
“Caesar grabs all” the Daily 
Telegraph spoke of the serious- 
ness of the weight of death 
duties on charities, and quoted 
Miss Garwood’s legacy as “the 
latest example of the inequity 
of this tax”, — 
It said there seemed to be 
no good reason why the duty 


free exemption of charitable 


bequests should be limited to 
£50,000 and concluded: “Other 
things being equal, a few more 
millions accruing to charities 
would almost certainly be het- 
ter spent than by a profligate 
Exchequer”. 


A spastic shop in Blackburn 
Road, Accrington, Lancashire, 
made a profit of £1,500 during 
its 10 months of operation. The 
shop had to close because of 
the disposal of the lease, but 
organisers are hoping to find 
other premises sometime in the 
future. 


Gift from Queen 
for Society’s 


pigeon auction 


rPHE largest pigeon auction in the British Isles will 
“have a royal flavour this year. For among the 
pedigree birds for sale will be two donated from the 


Royal Lofts by the Queen. 


They and other top flight pigeons will go under the 
hammer at Islington Town Hall on November 10 dur- 
ing the Charity Auction of Pedigree Racing Pigeons 
in aid of The Spastics Society. 

Joe Bugner, European Heavyweight Champion, is 
opening the auction which will be conducted by Mr. 
F, W. S. Hall, a well known figure in the racing bird 


world. 


This_year’s event will be the ninth annual auction 
and it is hoped that more than £5,000 will be raised. 
It-is one of the biggest single money-raisers for the 
Society and usually attracts buyers from all over the 
world anxious to improve their lofts with the best of 


British racing pigeons. 
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Keith will drive “freedom” 


- Mr. Edwards said: “The true North West Reg- spoke of the importance of - generation. The main | prob- Centre, University of Manches- on it, press the control 
; value of the five days at Oulton | jgnal Conference held at °%/¥ diagnosis of cerebral lems he encountered in his ter, outlined his research work and it conveys you 
z Broad was not in the amount : palsy and the management of work . with the handicapped to ascertain the problems of amoctily, quietly up "2 
rs = a sailing technique that was Preston. the young child. were helping parents to accept the school-leaver, the attitudes gen ee 


SPASTICS 


SAILING 


AWAY TO 


NEW SPORT 


WITHIN, half an hour of 

arriving on the Nor- 

folk Broads, eight disabled 

a ahs ’ including four 

ae of The Spastics 

ety’s Thomas Delarue 
Hook were out sailing. 

~ Ann Trotman, Richard Deny, 

fartyn Price and Anthony 

owne with a group from 


Wrw-r-Delyn School for the 


isabled in Wales, took part in 

first ever five-day sailing 
course at Oulton Broad. 

Mr. A. T. S. Edwards, Spastic 

ociety’s Physical _ Education 

viser, was in charge of the 
arty, six of whom were con- 
fined to wheelchairs. 

‘They used a craft unique to 
the Broads known as “Brown 
Boats” which are uncapsizable, 
and a Canadian canoe. 

So successful were they in 
earning the rudiments of sail- 
ing such as “gybing” and “tack- 
ing” that they were able to hold 
a regatta on the third day, 


_ helming the boats themselves 


with help from the instructors. 
Now five of the group intend 


to join their local sailing clubs 


so that they can continue with 
the sport. 


tt but that it allowed the 
people to try themselves 
out a new sport in a friendly 
not too ‘teaching’ an 
Now they can go 
more instructional 
confident in the know- 
at are capable of 
ected sailing”, 


Popular singing star Cliff 
Richard is pictured after a 
stage appearance at the 
Central Hall, Chatham, 
Kent, with one of his fans, 
Pamela Prentice. 

Miss Prentice, who is 
Assistant Manageress of 
the Maidstone  Spastics 
Shop, presented Cliff with 
some cufflinks made by 
her fellow-spastics. 

Picture by courtesy of 
Kent Evening Post 


e 
Mayor’s gift 

ORTSMOUTH and District 
Spastics “Association has 
recently been presented with a 
cheque for more than £10,000 
by the City’s retiring Lord 
Mayor, Miss Phyllis Loe. Dur: 
ing her year of office, Miss Loe 
started an Appeal Fund for a 
Hostel for Physically Handicap- 
ped. Adults. The money raised 
over the year was invested and 
the current: high interest rate 
meant that £427 could be added 
to the original sum. This pushed 
the result of the Lord Mayor's 

Appeal into five figures. 


Bargains and 
a poem too 


YY\HE Pembrokeshire Group’s 
Spastics Shop in Haver- 
fordwest not only makes a mint 
of money—weekly takings aver- 
age £160 which is magnani- 
mously being paid straight into 
the Wales Regional Fund — it 
also has a poet on the premises. 
One of the unpaid helpers 
who, along with the Pembroke- 
shire Secretary, Mrs.: Valerie 
Gau, puts an enormous amount 
of effort into making the en- 
terprise one of the tup shops 
in England and Wales, is Mrs. 
A. Diaz. Now she has turned 
to versifying, and pinned to the 
shop wall is the following: 
“Colour lies behind me so gay 
and so free, 
A fence is before me, I am a 
spastic, you see! 
Love and understanding mean 
all to me, 
So thank you profounc’y for 
your good charity!” 


Edinburgh’s 
fund raising 


a la mode 


HE shows put on by the 
fashiun houses of Paris 
may have a bigger international 
impact but a series of shows 
staged in Edinburgh recently 
not only attracted more than 
2,000 people, it added £360 to 
the Scottish Council for the 
Care of Spastics Appeal Fund. 
The shows were organised by 
Mrs. Joyce Drummond and Mr, 
Michael Friend of the Edin- 
burgh firm, Bracken Fabrics. 
For several months, Brack- 
en’s staff, their families and 
friends designed and made 
more than 100 outfits for the 
five shows, the first of which 
was opened by Lady Car- 
michael-Anstruther. x 
The 17 models, none of them 
professionals, included one man 
and two toddlers. Among those 
who saw the shows at the Free- 
masons’ Hall were eight child- 
ren from the Westerlea School 
for Spastics in Edinburgh: 
Mrs. Drummond paid tribute 
to the large band of helpers 
who ensured the success of the 
project: 


at House of Commons 


HE move to get the Ministry of Health to supply 

electric wheelchairs for indoor and outdoor use 

will get a fresh charge of energy on November 13, 

when 29-year-old Keith Grimes, of Cannock, a spas- 
tic, demonstrates one at the House of Commons. 


With his local M.P., Mr. 
Patrick McCormack, he is 
hoping to show it off to Sir 
Keith Joseph and disabled 
peers and peeeresses of 
the House of Lords, 

Keith’s chair, made by 
Biddle Engineering Co. 
Ltd., is the result of an 
anonymous donor who saw 
his mother, widow Mrs. 
Mavis Grimes, appear on 
the A.T.V. programme 
“Citizen’s Rights,” talking 


about the electric wheel- 
chair supply problem. 
Keith had one on trial and 
the donor rang within minutes 
of the programme going off 
the air to ask the cost, and put 
a cheque in the post. Keith 
is fully insured to use it out- 
side—wune of the reasons that 
the Ministry is reluctant to 
supply electric wheelchairs for 
outdoor use is in case pedes- 
trians are injured in an acci- 
dent with the powered chairs. 


Too many cooks may spoil the broth but they do make for a good 
cook book. Here Mrs. Mary Roussos, Housekeeper at The Spastics 
Society’s Sherrards Training Centre, and designer Peter Ross, go 
over the proofs and artwork of the cook book she has compiled as 
a Sherrards fund raiser. The recipes come from all over the world 
and range from wholesome plain fare to the exotic and unusual. 
The Sherrards Cook Book goes on sale on November 15 at a cost 
of 60p and postage will be 15p for one copy, 20p for two. The book 
will be available from Sherrards, plus The Spastics Society’s Park 
Crescent headquarters, and at the Society’s Family Services and 
Assessment Centre at Fitzroy Square. 
Picture by courtesy of Hunter Ure Publicity. 


Conference told: That first year 


THE importance of 

early diagnosis and 
the need for more re- 
search were two points 
stressed at The Spastics 


The conference he at- 
tended by 110 peo peo) é con- 
nected with the Society’s 
affiliated groups in the 
North West, Lancashire 
County Council, Cheshire 

Council, Preston 
nty Boroug’ 


Tae A. M. Korn, Chairman 
the Preston and District 


‘Spastics Group, said he felt — 
Sasi sian betes nvolataey 


h and the 
Societys saxecative Coun- 


D. CC. Freemantle, Senior 
Regional Officer as the first 
contribution to the Fund. 

Dr. B.. Epstein, Medical 
Directér of Rodney House and 
lecturer in Cerebral Palsy at 
the University of Manchester, 


Diagnosis in the first year 
was essential to enable treat- 


_ ment to start as soon as pos- 


sible, he said. He showed 
slides to illustrate the meth- 
ods of early diagnosis, and 
compared the development of 
new-born able-bodied children 
and those with congenital 
abnormalities. He also out- 
lined the role of physiother- 
apists, speech therapists and 
qualified ee Puce and 

e audience that 
fee yard: ‘ineducable’ 


Group, urged the education of 
medical students in the prob- 
lem of cerebral palsy. He 
pointed out that he, himself, 
as a student, had never been 
taught about it and this prob- 
ably applied to most of his 


their children’s disabilities, 
and then adolescence, employ- 
ment, loneliness and __ the 
question of. marriage. 


Playgroups 


Mrs. Grace Wyatt, the North 
West ’ Representative of the 


_ National Executive of the Pre- 


Schvol Playgroups Association, 
discussed the problems of 


handicapped children in play- 


groups. She had started an 


- Opportunity Class two years 


ago in Stockport with the help 


of trained staff, and it had 
benefited not only the children 
- but the mothers who were 


bees Li meeting | 


is vital 


the Habilitation Research Pro- 
ject, Hester Adrian Research 


of the potential employer, such 
as the resources they have for 
employing the handicapped, 
and the kind of training they 
would require. He said that 
64 per cent of physically han- 
dicapped people obtained 
some kind of employment, but 
the percentage must, and can 
be, increased. A survey is 
under way to discover the 
support the handicapped get 
from social workers, careers 
officers and. what follow-up 
there was among the various 
disciplines. 


- Mr. N. K. Summers, The” 
-Spastics Society’s Deputy Head 


of Development, spoke of some 


of the projects planned for the 


North West, including a 
special care unit. at Liverpool, 
a Blackburn Nursery Unit and 


‘a work centre at Chester, 


Mrs. Grimes said: “Keith is 
a new person now—he can go 
to Cannock shopping by him- 
self and gu out in the garden, 
all of which he couldn’t do 
before. Now he’s got his free- 
dom.” 

The new Newton E electric 
wheelchair, made at The Spas- 
tics Society's Meadway works, 
was demonstrated at the Soc- 
iety’s A.G.M. at the week-end: 

Said Mr Harold Cragg, the 
works manager: “We have im- 
proved the design. of the Mark 
one. The Mark Two is a two- 
geared chair with high and 
low speeds. Its top speed is 
four m.p.h. and it can distance 
eight miles on its batteries At 
the low speed of eight m.p-h. 
it can easily climb one in four 
and even one in six at top 
speed. 

“We've built a speciai test 
rig and already the Mark Two 
has done 2,700 miles on it since 
July. With the Mark One, it 
took us 12 months to clock 
1,000 miles with a spastic driv- 
ing it round the works. 

“We plan to sell two or three 
to local customers before 
Christmas and then start big- 
ger production in the New 
Year.” 


Help through music 


HE British Society for 

Music Therapy held a one 
day conference last month in 
London on “Music therapy in 
the clinical and remedial 
team.” 

Speakers included Dr. Don- 
ald Blair, a consultant. psychia- 
trist, Miss. Jane Downey, chief 
occupational therapist, and 
leading figures of the world of 
music and drama therapy. 


0 YOU FIND 
CLIMBING eas 
A PROBLEM? 


T'S A SMOOTH 
SY RIDE ON A 


GIMSON 
STAIRIDER 
When age, illness, inca- 
pacity make stair climb- 
ing difficult or unwise, a 
Gimson Stairmaster is the 
answer. You just stand 


run, it can be installed 
without structural altera- 
tion. When not in use it 
folds neatly away. 

Write or ‘tele- 
phone for 
: details. 
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A chance to meet 


before | 


S38 Ba, 


Mrs. L. Angus-Butterworth of the Sale, Altrincham and 


Mrs. D. M. Golder, treasurer of the Friends of Liverpool Mr. Ian Dawson-Shepherd, a founder member of “The : } f ' 
Spastics, with two of her fellow committee members, Miss Spastics Society, with Mr. Bill Boddington, local appeals _ District Spasties Society, with the Chairman, Mr. W. —_ e 
J. Barry and Mrs. A, Runciman, at. the traditional “eve of ~ officer for the Western Region, and Miss Charmian — Sayle Creer, F.R.C.S., and Mrs. J. Williams of the Urm- - si 


A.G.M.” reception for delegates held at the Society’s ~ Mould, the Region’s senior officer. ston and District Spastics Society. : oa 
London headquarters, ; 


: : : Mrs. J. P. R. Molyneaux, Warden of the Society’s Bedfont Mrs. Clarrie Williams, Chairman of the Monmouthshire 
and District patties Croup in conteration with Mew. Hotel, and Father Derek Austin, one of the Friends of the _ Spasties Society, talks to members of the Society’s head- 
Younger from the same group,and the North West’s Bedfont, helping themselves to just a little of the good quarters staff, Mrs. C, A. Clifton and Mrs. J. M. Pedler. 
senior regional officer, Mr. D. Freemantle. food prepared by the Society’s staff. 
E Sore Gee 3 aaa , : : : Mr. I. M. Thomas of the Society’s Executive Council, and 
ae & io ee A exces oe ent Aga Mr. Joe Pearlson, chairman of the Peterborough Spastics Mr, George A. Pollock, Vice-Chairman of the Scottish 
Mrs Alex Moira, wife of one of the Society’s Vice. S2ciety, is pictured with the Eastern Region’s senior Council for the Care of Spastics, and member of the 
s. , Chalenen 5 y officer, Mr, Cyril Cattell, and his wife Betty. Society’s Medical:Advisory Committee. 
Mrs. Margaret Davies of the Cardiff Adult Centre, with Mrs. B. M. Head and Mrs, A. M. Corfield of Kyre Park Mrs. William Burn, wife of the Society’s Chairman, » 


Mrs, Mavis Howell of the Southampton Hostel, and Mrs. Spastics Centre, listening to Mrs. E. Haddock of Dares shares a joke with Mr. Al ey = 
Hilda Wadsworth of the Halifax Hostel, bury Hall, Both are run by the Society. = . Mrs. Moira. o_o 
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Society 


takes up 
the VAT 


battle 


ELEGATES to the Soci- 
ety’s Annual General 
Meeting unanimously decided 
to send a letter to the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer deploring 
the imposition of VAT on 
charities, and demanding zero 
rating on services provided by 
them as well as on equipment 
and vehicles used by the handi- 
capped. 

The letter, written by Mr. 
William Burn, Chairman of the 
Society, on behalf of all affil- 
iated groups, was delivered by 
hand on the Monday following 
the A.G.M. on Saturday, Oct- 
ober 27th. 

Problems of VAT were 
brought into sharp focus at the 
meeting by a spokesman for 
the Gloucester and District 
Spastics Association, who re- 
ported that his group had 
bought a new ambulance and 
been forced to pay an extra 
£300 in Value Added Tax. 
*We feel very aggrieved”, he 
gaid, “as the money could be 
put to much better use”. What 
was the Society doing to gain 
exemption from the tax, he 
asked. It was then that the 
decision to send the letter was 
made. 

In his annual address, Mr. 
Burn said that the extra cost 
te charities of VAT, compared 
toe Purchase Tax and Selective 
Employment Tax, could not be 

tified. He said: “It makes 
it more difficult for us_ to 
¥Yaise money, and ensures that 
the smaller sums raised do not 
piretch so far. There is no 
yalid reason for charging VAT 
on aids for the disabled, nor 
om any ambulance or other 
forms of transport. Why should 

disabled and their families 

singled out and penalised 
with the added burden of VAT 
en wheelchairs, push-chairs, 
baby buggies, bath seats for 
toddlers and even on a P.V.C. 
play therapy ball?” 


Chairman calls for national 
pensions, better cars, and 


more youthful 
volunteers 


STRONG call for a national. disability pension 


to right the “intolerable” 


gap between the 


standard of living of the general population com- 
pared with the physically and mentally handicapped, 
was made by Mr. William Burn, Chairman of The 
Spastics Society in his address to the Annual General 
Meeting in London on October 27th. 


Hundreds of delegates 
from the Society’s local 
voluntary groups through- 
out the country heard Mr. 
Burn call upon the three 
main political parties to 
pledge “unequivocally” 
that the disabled. will re- 
ceive a Satisfactory pen- 
sion as an _ inalienable 
right. ‘This would go a 
long way towards overcom- 
ing the second class status 
suffered by so many of our 
disabled citizens,” he said. 


The disabled unjustly 
remain an under-privileged 
minority, said Mr. Burn, 
and every fair-minded 
a must join with the 

ciety in putting pressure 
on the Government and 
other authorities to see 
that much more is done for 
them, and the urgent need 
recognised for the nation 
to divert a much higher 
proportion of its resources 
to the handicapped. 


Mr. Burn said he was not 
very fond of international com- 
parisons, but he thought 
Britain had a great deal to 
learn from other countries 
where it had been possible to 
improve the lives of the dis- 
abled with mvre __ practical 
support than is offered here, 


The Society’s Secretary, Mr. Reg. Cumplen, left, super- 
_ Vises the vote counting in the election for the vacant 
: é seats on the Executive Council. 


Tan Dawson-Shepherd 
returns to Executive 


dates for the six places avail- 
able, - 


As jell ag Mr. Dawson- 


Shepherd, Mrs. Clarrie Wil. 
liams, une and Chairman 


Denmark and Sweden, for in- 
stance, paid a basic pension to 
the disabled, and if parents 
kept their children at home in- 
stead of placing them in resi- 
dential care, they received a 
special allowance. 

“There is, I agree, an Attend- 
ance Allowance recently intro- 
duced in the United Kingdom, 
but this is not envugh and is 
not availablé to all those caring 
for the handicapped at home,” 
said Mr. Burn. He went on: 

“We may also look to 
Sweden and Denmark for a 
more enlightened pvlicy on 


“personal transport for disabled 


people. We are blessed in Brit- 
tain with vehicles we call mot- 
orised tricycles, They are dis- 
tinguished by their shape, their 
colour’ and the number of 
wheels. Not only are they 
vehicles of isvlation as only the 
disabled driver can travel in 
them, but we also believe them 
to be dangerous and unreliable, 
and an increasing body of ex- 
pert opinion supports this view. 
Denmark and Sweden have 
schemes which provide stand- 
ard cars adapted to the needs 
of the individual driver,” 

Mr. Burn said that for reas- 
ons that are very difficult to 
understand, ‘we persist with a 
policy that is unfair and con- 
tinues to isolate and segregate 
the disabled.” 


Mr. Burn said it was impor- 


tant .to point out that 
the cost of supplying 
an adapted standard car 


was not very different from the 
cost of the inadequate invalid 
tricycle. Alsv, as effective 
mobility was essential to true 
integration of the community, 
the problem of public transport 
for the disabled traveller must 
not be overlooked. 

On educativn, the Chairman 
recalled that 20 years ago, the 
Society pioneered the develop- 


Girls from the Society’s London headquarters worked hard at the A.G.M. 


you can see from the picture, they did so with a smile, 
Jackie Last (background), 


Henfrey, Sandy Wilkinson, 
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H.Q. Staff 
helped at 


meeting 


And, as 


They are, left to right: Mary 
June Seeley, 


Genevieve Mce- 


Hugo, Susan Towns (background), and Elaine Headington, 


ment of special schools for the 
spastic child. Recently, how- 
ever, greater emphasis has 
been placed by the Society, and 
by others concerned with the 
well-being of the disabled, 
upun their integration into the 
community. While the Society 
recognised that many handi- 
capped children would always 
need special schools, there 
were others who could attend 
ordinary schools if buildings 
were adapted and_ teachers 
specially trained. Therefore, 
the Suciety was researching in 
conjunction with the Institute 
of Special Education to find out 
how successful had been the 
education provided for handi- 
capped children in ordinary 
schools. 


After giving spastic children 
the best training and educatiun 
possible, the Society was deter- 
mined that their-adult lives 
should match their early aspir- 
ations. Some spastics would al- 
ways require residential homes 
but the Society knew that the 
majority of disabled people 
wished to live and work as 
active members vf the commun- 
ity. Mr. Burn said this could, 
and should be done. It could 
be done with more _ peysonal 
help, and should be done be- 
cause he was convinced that 
only by living in the commun. 
ity was it possible for the dis- 
abled to have independence, 
privacy and self-determination. 
The Society was already con- 
sidering development on these 


lines, which would improve the 
lives of the disabled and break 
riew -ground in the economics 
uf care. 


Mr. Burn criticised the un- 
even implementation by local 
authorities of the Chronically 
Sick and Disabled Persons Act. 
It was unfair and frustrating 
for a disabled person or his 
parents to see that one local 
council was prepared ty pay 
for improvements or facilities 
while his own was not, The 
Government, he said, must 
make sure that the humane 
spirit of the Act was not des- 
troyed by lack of funds. 

Mr. Burn recalled that three 
years ago he pleaded for the 
appvintment of a Minister for 
the Handicapped to provide a 
“voice” for the disabled and 
eliminate overlap between 
Government departments. It 
was pratifying that a Minister 
had recently been appointed to 
deal with voluntary bodies who 
are the concern of movre than 
one department and to work 
out a policy of Government 
support four them. He 
hoped that this would 
set the seal upon. the 
value vf voluntary help in this 


- country and, by increased and 


substantial grants, made it 
possible for the work to expand 
dramatically. 


Many charities, he said, The 
Spastics Society included, are 
finding it increasingly difficult 
to fulfil their true role because 
of the cost of maintaining ser- 


vices. He said: “We must per- 
suade the statutory authorities 
that we are nut the continuing 
providers of services that are 
their responsibility. They must 
take over the burden of paying 
for these services, while we ful- 
fil a supportive and supplemen- 
tary role, and use more of our 
income to embark no the 
pioneering developments, so 
urgently needed.” 

At the conclusion of his 
address, Mr. Burn emphasised 
the importance of attracting 
the support of young peuple, 
particularly in the local groups. 
He appealed to all leaders, 
whether voluntary or profes- 
sional, to ensure that a deputy 
with experience, vigour and de- 
termination, was available to 
take over and do the job as 


well or even better. He de- 
clared: 
“Nobody is indispensible, 


and if we encourage others to 
take a leading role and are pre- 
pared to step down vurselves, 
there will be an added incen- 
tive for younger people with 
drive, ambition and new ideas 
to join us, If The Spastics 
Society is continuously injec- 
ted with new blood and energy 
the risk of our future being in 
vur past — a risk which over- 
shadows aged and moribund 
organisations — will disappear. 
Then our great successes of the 
first 21 years will be over- 
shadowed by our achievements 
for spastics and all disabled in 
the next 21.” 


Financially, it was a reasonably 


us A REASONABLY § suc- 
cessful year in what 
has been a most difficult 
economic environment” re- 
ported The Spastics Soc- 
iety’s Hon. Treasurer, Mr. 
D. B. E. Bel&on, when he 
presented- the accounts at 
the Annual General Meet- 
ing. ~ 
He said the Society received 
£2,477 689 from appeals, duna- 
tions and other income, and 
this was an increase of 
£162,000, largely due to the in- 
ereased level of donations from 
the Spastics Pool. Mr, Belsun 
paid tribute to. Top Ten Pro- 
motions, the promoters of the 
Pool, whuse continued support 
had made so much of the 
Society’s work possible. 
National and regional ap- 
péals showed healthy increases 
even after increased expenses 
had been taken into account, 
said Mr, Belson, and consider. 
able progress was made on nat- 
ional mailing appéals ‘and on 
regional gift shops. The cost of 


ns _raising money through shops 


2 . appeal, 


er than by direct 
e said, but it was felt 
that this was an alternative way 
of fund raising which should 
peetuce a consistent income for 

1 groups and the Postety 
as a whole, 


was. hi 


One of the “most startling 
success stories,” said Mr. 
Belson, had again been the 
Stars Organisation for Spastics 
which produced a record in- 
come of £122,000. In the pre- 
vious year £50,000 had been 
raised by the S.O.S. at the 
single event of a Royal Film 
Premiere, and to have achieved 
a greater sum this year with- 
out a similar event was “amaz- 
ing.” 


Mr. Belson spuke of the way 
the cost of raising money had 
risen during the year, also of 
the increased competition for 
the donations of the generous. 
“There seems to be ever in- 
creasing competition from 
hundreds of charities,” he said, 
“and with pay. restrictions, in- 
flation, and the high cost of 


~ living it is becoming more and 
“more difficult to succeed,” 


On expenditure for the year, 
Mr. Belson reported that the 
gross amount spent on running 
costs had pune up from 
£2,300,000 to £2,680,000. Grants 
for reearch, affiliated . groups 
and others have increased by 


- £58,000 to £617,781, The major 
- increase was on grants to affili« 


ated societies and groups, 
which inereased by. £116,000 to 


£255,323, 


successful year 


“Overall, the Society had con- 
tained expenditure within in- 
come,” said Mr. Belson, “and 
had transferred £250,000 to the 
Building Programme Equalisa- 
tion Fund as against £220,000 
in the previous year.” 


Speaking of the Society’s in- 
vestments, Mr. Belson said that 
market prices reflect the diffi- 
cult.economic climate which is 
being experienced not only in 
this country but throughout 
the world. “The Society’s main 
concern over its investments is 
that they produce sufficient in- 
come to provide a backbone 
of security for the continuation 
of the Society’s work. We are 
also concerned that this source 
of income will grow as far as 
possible in line with the cost 


vf living, which is a continuous. 


problem, To this end the Soc- 
iety’s investments are decided 
on a long term growth basis 
rather than a speculative one.” 
in spite of inflation and the 
decrease in the. spending power 
of the money 
Society, Mr, Belson was able to 
conclude his report with the 


ised by the’ 


encouraging phrase: “Overall, I 
am glad to say that the figures 
have turned out considerably 
better than we anticipated at 
the béginning of the year.” 


Mr. Belson 
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John Tough, The Spastics Society’s head of marketing, 
is being sold to help spasties, 
J. Williams of Urmston and 


chester and District. 


shows the Boppo book, which 
to Mr. Ron Butterfield of Spastics Cards Ltd., and Mrs. 
District Spastics Society, and Mrs. Snowdon of Man- 


Professor criticises 
“srudging policy” 


on children 


S the Government frightened of sponsoring inquir- 
ies into the exact scale and severity of the prob- 
Jem of handicap among children because they might 
demonstrate how paltry are some of its own expendi- 
tures? This was one of the questions asked by Peter 
Townsend, Professor of Sociology at Essex Uni- 
versity, when he spoke at The Spastics Society’s 
Annual General Meeting on October 27th. 


He said the questions 
had to be put severely 
because “we must not 
content ourselves with 
inching forward in the 
needs of handicapped 
children?” 


Professor Townsend said 
he wanted to call attention 
to the work which still re- 
mains to be done to dem- 
onstrate not only the pres- 
ent, but also the future 
scale of the problem of dis- 
ability. 


He declared that the “atti- 
tudes recently displayed by the 
Secretary of State for Sucial 
Services to this question of in- 
formation have been singularly 
obtuse.,” for example, the 
publication of statistics drawn 
from local authurity registers, 
and in response to a request 
from Alf Morris, M.P., for in- 
formation about handicapped 
children. 


After admitting that it was 
difficult to arrive at any reli- 
able estimate of the number 
of handicapped children in the 
U.K.,.went von Professor Towns 
end, Sir Keith Joseph had re- 
jected the possibility of 
launching a new survey to 


oe 


Professor Peter Tow 


establish the numbers. He had 
said that it was impracticable 
to apply to children the defin- 
itions and tests of handicap 
applied to adults. Commented 
Professor Townsend: “This ig- 
nores the fact that there are 
many functions. like eating, 
sleeping and communicating 
which children find it as neces- 
ary as adults to perform, and 
ignores too the history of the 
Specialised literature on handi- 
capped children. 


Neglect 


“The other pvint Sir Keith 
makes is that since children 
necessarily come into contact 
with the education system, 
their needs are less likely than 
those of adults to be over- 
looked. But this point cer- 
tainly does nut apply to child- 
ren under five, and it ignores 
research evidence of the 
neglect by both educational 
and other services of a variety 
of needs of handicapped child- 
ren and their parents. 


“For one who strives so hard 
to project an image of com- 
passionate Ministerial concern, 
such reasoning looks danger- 
ously like calculated hypoc- 


risy. In whose interests does 
it lie not to discover the exact 
scale and severity of the prob- 


nsend with the Society’s Director, 


James Loring. 


Joseph Rowntree 


lem of handicap among 


children? Is the Government . 


frightened of sponsoring in- 
quiries which might demon- 
strate how paltry are some of 
its own expenditures? 


Examples 


“There are other examples of 
grudging policy. When public 
interest in the problems of 
handicapped children was at its 
height earlier this year over 
the 400 or 500 thalidomide 
children in this country, the 
Secretary of State failed to 
take a golden opportunity on 
that crest of public concern tu 
announce a commitment to de- 
velop a new and equitable 
statutory system of allowances, 
grants and services for another 
400,000 children handicapped 
as a result of chronic disease 
ur accidents at home or on the 
roads, and instead made avail- 
able a tiny grant of £3 million 
in the first instance to the 
Memorial 
Trust for the limited category 
vf ‘children who are seriously 
congenitally handicapped.” 


But actiuvn to establish the 
true numbers of disabled was 
only one check on the scope 
and effectiveness. of Govern- 
ment policies, said Professor 
Townsend. The different prob- 
lems of the disabled must be 
carefully documented and first 
must come the problem of 
poverty. 


There was evidence, he said, 
that a large section of the dis- 
abled entitled to suplementary 
benefits live in poverty. And it 
must be remembered that there 
are disabled living in poverty 
who are not covered by. the 
supplementary benefits scheme 
—many handicapped children, 
disabled housewives, and dis- 
abled men and women in low 
paid jobs. Yet because of their 
special extra expenses, many 
disabled need higher incomes 
than the able-bodied. 


Pensions 


Professor Townsend also 
spoke of the “gross inequity”’ 
of the provision of State in- 
come to different categories of 
the disabled, and instanced the 
inequality of war and industrial 
injury pensioners compared 
with benefits to pevple whose 
disabilities originated  else- 
where. 

He declared that the system 
of industrial injury and war 
disablement benefits should be 
extended to all _ disabled 
people. 

In proposing a _ vote of 
thanks to Professor Tuwnsend, 
Mr. Alex Moira, a vice-chair- 
man of the Society, also spoke 
of the desperate problems of 
poverty suffered by the dis- 
abled. “It is their second handi- 
cap,” he said, 


the 


= tsa li Sa ee 
to taxman 
more tangible help, 


more sympathetic and 
standing attitude to ch 
bequests. 


“As a result,” he said, “Jean | 


Garwood’s charitable inten- 
tions have been heartlessly de- 
feated, and many spastics who 
could have been aided as .a 
result of her bequest have been 
denied help.’ 


Mr Burn also attacked “the 


selves because you all help to 


; ; ae L.. 
HOPE you are all feeling 
I happy and proud of your- 


many other anomalies” in the | make such’ a good job of Spas- > 
present tax system which work | tics News, es 2 
against the interest of chari- 3 : % 
ties: I have been lucky enough to. | “~ 
He puinted out that although | £° 0” huliday to the Bedfont | a 
gous benefited from Deeds | Hotel and spent a wonderful m 
or Covenant, these were only two weeks with kind friends 4 
used by a minority of donors | taking me out for car drives. 5 : re 
who were prepared to commit | and long wheelchair walks by Phone at home. I could offer ~ 
themselves for seven years | the sea, It’s my second visit to | accummodation during June | 
ahead. the Bedfont Hotel. I came for four different weeks. | 
Conversely he said: “There | away with many happy mem- I am a playgroup supervisor ~ 
are vast numbers of pevple | wries, : and, taking the youth leader { 
with insecure jobs or the young 5 course, so if you feel I could 4 
and newly-weds, who cannot A week after my holiday, possibly help anyone through ea, 
mmortoase raat future eae some of us here went on a your paper, I would be only : 
ut wou give generously most delightful and interestin i : ; 
occasionally if they were gran- outing, ee a picnic tea. We _ pape Se ; 
ted tax relief on those cun- | paq an early lunch and tw pais f 4 
tributions.” coaches came to transport 46 EM oeker sig = " 
He felt it was “vital” there- people; including erg eae 149, St. George’s Avenue, - ol 
fore that the tax deductible being anew: sa Sheerness, >. 
system for individual contribu. | US being in wheelchairs, We Kent, ME12 108. orn 
tions to charity, which operates | Went to Newbury, where we ; 
so effectively in many other ee sick a to me aa ae Sh a 45 a mee ’ 
countries, should be introduced arge for a three-hour clip-clop i 
here without delay. glide through the four locks. Space Wore eee fie 
_And he said: “I am con- We all enjoyed ourselves so picture of Belinda Cornford, : 
vingsd ghet ee souls Le ae much we are going again next _‘mine, the little girl who won a ‘ 
tional financial support which tone fas to. stay ‘in one’s’ partietpation 4g, shies Caraixal 
thes? ureenlly oun Wheelchair, but there must be ~— at Redbridge, Essex. 
eyeu : . plenty of strong helpers to lift Now her mother has written 
This concession must. apply | people in their chairs. It gave _ to tell us more about Belinda’s f 
especially to charities helping us great happiness, and for me achievements, : 
the disabled, because their | a dream come true CING . 
wurk is directly saving the tax- ; S Bike carnival, Belinda 
payer and the ratepayer vast Well, cheerio, you kind, has been in two small 
sums of money which would | happy folk, go un making Spas- Shows. One was at a club in 
otherwise have to be provided | tics News the brave, cheerful Grays, Essex, for the Invalid 
by central and local govern- | and interesting paper it is. Association, and the other at 
ment.” Please excuse my writing. I Bennett Lodge, Chadwell St. | 
te difficulty in using my Mary, a home for Senior Citi- : 
Showmen donate | ™%* zens. The shows were given by 
pee happily, the Karen Jones Stage School, 
their takings Note: Jean’s writing is easier bes Gane J] ive ald 
PT EOED to read than that of many able- fi S jeionged to T0r 
ERS and show- | podied seoule kmoiie- akeaee: four years. Belinda has nuw 
men at the traditional | ties News! Joined the school for the sing- 
Barton Fair, held annually z a ing section. 
near Gloucester have made a ** In the two shows mentioned 
local spastis, They donated all | [ HAVE been reading Spasties she sang “The Wedding of the 
thie’ first Wight’s-4anes on News since 1 took: ovene See eee ee 
fair to the Gloucester and Dis. | 28 2 Collector from my father and received much applause, 
trict Spastics Association so | 1 January. I would sincerely 50 = mee See ee 
that most of the remaining debt like ee offer my house as accom- 8 helping ty bring happiness 
on the group’s new ambulance | Modatiun for a mother and to others less fortunate than 
could be paid off. The Associa- | SPastic child for a week’s holi- herelf. This in turn is helping 
tion was also allowed to hold | day. Belinda to gain more confi- 
a pig-roast on the last night of I live on an island, ten min- dence and, by meeting so many 
the fair. utes’ walk from the sea in a More people from all walks of 
life, she herself is getting a — 
much wider outlovk on life and 
she is able to feel that she ig 
really a part of it all. 
I feel particularly- pleased 
about Belinda’s achievement as 
at the age of one year we were 
told that it was likely she 
would be on her back for life. 
She then weighed only 15 Ib. 
with her clothes un. This was 
when we first took her as a 
foster:child. Later on we real- | 
ised that we could never part , 
with her. So we put in for 
adoption. This was finally gran- 
ted when Belinda was three 
years old. I would like to add 
that at 12 months old Belinda’s 
legs were paralysed. Now she 
can get around with “Clum- 
pers.” oa 
I hope this letter will give 4 
encouragement to others in 
some way: 
S. J. Cornford (Mrs.). of 
An autumn fair and bring >, 
and buy sale held at Fenton \ 
has raised £225 for the North \ 
Staffordshire Spastic Associa: \ 
tion. \ 
After the A.G.M., delegates visited Society centres near Phar ee 5 shies ; 
London. Boarding one of the coaches are Ivy and Percy Appeal Fund far a new ae 
Hartley of the Sheffield and District Spastics Society, | pose-built treatment and social 
whose spastic son is entering a theological college. activities centre at Fenton. 
ee 
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Special report on the 


°62 Clubs Conference 


Left to right: Robert Muldoon, of Derby, Raymond Richmond, Nottingham, Alan Bick- 
ley, Derby, and Mrs. N: Ashdown with her daughter, Felecity sie a who is hon- 
orary secretary of the en 62 Club. 


Entente Cordiale! Duncan Fraser of the Scottish Safari Club, has a lively discussion 
with Yvonne Francois from France, and Jean Cantley, London ’62 Club. In front, 
Michelle Jutte and Claude Morin. 


little girl who ened to. start it all. (centre), Roschiary Dawson Shepherd, 
daughter of one of the Society’s four founders, discussing the programme with, left, 
police cater. Melinda Adonis and Marianne West, London *62 Club. 
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With discussion groups over, and delegates wénding their way back to the main venue to report 
their findings, Roger Payne of Leicester ‘62 Club, takes a short cut to provide our photographer 
with this beautifully composed picture. 


Hopeful look 


Was word 


“spastic” a 


mistake? 


( PENING the conference, 

Mr. Ian Dawson-Shepherd 
asked delegates to consider 
whether perhaps the Society 
had made a slight mistake right 
from its inception when it 
branded the cerebral palsied as 
“spastics”, 

He went on to explain that, 
as one of the Society’s founder 
members, it was his job to put 
the special. problems of the 
cerebral palsied swiftly “on the 
British map”. And since the 
new young organisation had to 
concentrate all its efforts on 
one or two clear-cut lines of 
approach, the comprehensive 
word “spastic” had been pro- 
jected. 

This simple label for a com- 
plex problem -enabled the 
young Society to press ahead 
and plan all the schools and 
centres which thrive today. 


But, thought Mr. Dawson- 
Shepherd, it also made spastics 
an isolated organisation, and he 
said: “I wonder: whether you 
should now stop thinking of 
yourselves as spastics, but also 
more in the: broad context of 
the handicapped. I think and 
hope — and I am speaking only 
for'myself — that in the future 
all our .centres will be for 
mixed handicaps and not only 
spastics alone. I think we have 
grown large enough, and im- 
portant enough, to show we can 
mix and integrate handicaps in 
all our units”. 


Below: The biggest. overseas 
contingent of delegates came 
from Canada. These residents 
from Bellwoods Park House, in 
Toronto were fitting in a pack- 
age holiday of tourist spots as 
well as the conference, and: all 
said they were “having a won- 
derful time.” Second from left 
(standing) is Mrs. Keun Hong 
Ro, a supervisor at the Cana- 
dian Conte 


at the future 


What of the future? That was the 
theme of the Fifth International ‘62 Clubs 
Conference held at Reading University 
and attended by over 250 spastic men and 
women, many of them in wheelchairs. 
Other handicaps were also represented 


among overseas delegates, 


including a 


strong contingent from Canada. 


Professor Jack Tizard 
of the Child Develop- 
ment Research Unit, 
University of London 
Institute of Education, 
was the first speaker to 
attempt to predict future 
events. And he was con- 
fident that in the years 
ahead, better living con- 
tions, better — health 
measures, better mater- 
nal care and the more 
widespread — application 


of obstetric knowledge 


and techniques’ which 
were already ~ known 
would benefit all child- 
ren and their families, 
and-lead to a decline in 
the incidence of congeni- 
tal handicap. But, of 
course, handicap would 
not be ‘cancelled out 
altogether. 


So he spoke too of work 
just beginning which could 


be_of vital importance to — 


children born with brain 
damage. 

As he explained to his 
non medical audience, the 
brain grows very much 
more quickly than the 
body and ceases growing 
mueh sooner than the 
body. Thus in the early 
years, function. was not so 
completely tied to struc- 
ture as it was later. 

He said: “There is a great 
deal of plasticity in the devel- 
oping brain, so one can. look 
at the idea that where some 
parts of the brain are injured, 
other parts can be encouraged 
to do the work instead. I can 
tell you that there is not only 
a possibility, but indeed a 
likelihood, that in the future 
we will be able to compensate 
for damage-to specific parts of 
the brain by early training 
which will enable unimpaired 
parts to do some of the work 
normally performed by the 
injured section”. 

This. research. work, of 
course, would not benefit his 
adult audience but he did not 
want to leave them with the 
idea that if it wasn’t all learned 
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Informal discussion hetween conference n 
"62 Club, James Loring, th 


beth are from Nottingham 


wife of the Club’s President, Ralph Wells, 


sessions. Left 


of Ewell-a 


the °62 Clubs, with (in front), Edward Holmes of Oldl 


‘Disabled mu 


ageressive’ 


ANDICAPPED people are not nearly ag 
enough, said Mr. James Loring, Directo: 
Spastics Society, when he summed up at the 
the conference. “They are inclined to be : 
over-conscious of their handicap, and not t 
quite clear what their views and requireme 
Se I would favour much more consumer pz 


tion”. 

He added that although 
it was “excellent” to have 
one persor with cerebral 
palsy. on the Society’s 
Executive Council, this 
was not nearly enough. In- 
stead, he said “I would 
like fo see not only the ’62 
Clubs, but handicapped 
people generally through- 


Susan Rendell’s study group 
considered the relationship be- 
tween able-bodied members of 
clubs for the disabled: atid the 
handicapped themselves: And 
jt was agreed that these re- 
lationships could prosper, but 
only where able-bodied people 
accepted that they mustistand 
back and leave decision-making 
to the handicapped) people 
themselves. 


It’s always nice to be able to say ‘thank you’. And here, left to right, Mr. David Holdsworth, Chief 
Constable of Thames Valley Police, Mrs. Hargreaves and Mrs. Holdsworth listen-to some hand- 
some tributes to police cadets hy Bill Hargreaves, the Association’s retiring president, 


out the world, 
ward and begin t 
very active part 
movements which 
them”. 

Looking. towards t 
Mr. Loring touched « 
subjects raised by de 

He discussed the 
further education ce 
erally, and the tr 
dearth of real fac 
handicapped people i 
lar. He believed the i 
was such that there 
a total review of {urt! 
tion opportunities fo 
abled. 

He also condenined 
field of employment 
capped people as “\ 
unsatisfactory indeed 

The Disabled Pers 
1944, with its quota o 
had fallen into disus 
and was virtually 1 
able. In any case, a | 
ber of handicappee pi 
not ‘registered as 
Accordingly we |} 
reached a “very seri 
tion in» this field: 
remedy was for the D 
of Employment to 
actively and thus ma 
ible and easy for em 
give work to ha 
people. It could do t 
ways. 

“Firstly”, said M 
“by capital grants wl 
enable the employer 
his factory, and fact 
for handicapped peop 
too must be adapt« 
needs of the handica 
ondly I think there 
strong case for subsi 


‘Police cadets Alan 
happily to push Pat. 
of Brighton °62 Cluh 
°62 manages nicely « 
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right, Mr. David Holdsworth, Chief 
Holdsworth listen to some hand- 
on’s retiring president, 
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Informal discussion between conference -sessions. Left to right: Susan Hubbard and Wendy Price, 
both are from Nottingham °62 Club, James Loring, the Society’s Director, Mrs. Mary Hargreaves, 


wife of the Club’s President, Ralph Wells, of Ewell-and Epsom Fellowship, which is affiliated to 
the "62 Clubs, with (in front), Edward Holmes of Oldham *62 Club, 


‘Disabled must be more 
ageressive 


HANDICAPPED people are not nearly aggressive 

enough, said Mr. James Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society, when he summed up at the end of 
the conference. “They are inclined to be shy and 
over-conscious of their handicap, and not to make 
quite clear what their views and requirements are. 
So I would favour much more consumer participa- 


tion”. 

He added that. although 
it was “excellent” to have 
one persor with cerebral 
palsy on the Society’s 
Executive. Council, this 
was not nearly enough. In- 
stead, he said “I would 
like to see not only the 62 
Clubs, but handicapped 
people generally through- 


Susan Rendell’s study group 
considered the relationship be- 
tween able-bodied members of 


out the world, move for- 
ward and begin to play a 
very active part in the 
movements which support 
them”. 

Looking towards the future, 
Mr. Loring touched: on various 
subjects raised by delegates. 

He discussed the lack of 
further education centres gen- 
erally, and the tremendous 
dearth of real facilities for 
handicapped people in particu- 
lar: He believed the inadequacy 
was such that there should be 
a total review of further educa- 
tion opportunities for the dis- 
abled. 


He also condemned the whole 
field of employment for handi- 
capped people as “very, very 
unsatisfactory indeed”. 

The Disabled Persons Act of 
1944, with its quota obligations, 
had fallen into disuse, he said, 
and was virtually -unenforce- 
able. In any case, a large num- 
ber of handicapped people were 
not registered as disabled. 
Accordingly we __ had now 
reached.a “very serious” situa- 
tion in this field: The only 
remedy was for the Department 
of Employment to intervene 
actively and thus make it poss- 
ible and easy for employers. to 
give work to handicapped 
people. It could do this in two 


clubs for the disabled: arid the ways. 
handicapped themselves: And “Rirstly”, said Mr. Loring, 
it was agreed that these re- “by capital grants which would 


lationships could prosper, but 
only where able-bodied people 
accepted that they must) stand 
back and leave decision-making 
to the handicapped: people 
themselves. 


enable the employer to adapt 
his factory, and factory floor, 
for handicapped people. Offices 
too must be adapted to the 
needs of the handicapped. Sec- 
ondly I think there is also a 
strong case for subsidies when 


Police cadets . Alan rard 


and 
happily to push Pat Smith of Bristol °62 Club and Louis Goldberg 
of Brighton ’62 Club, up a slope, w hile Jean Hobbs from Bristol 
762 manages nicely on her own two feet, 


a handicapped person is being 
employed. 

“Currently there is much 
wrong thinking about handicap. 
What we've got to do is to get 
every pound of effort out of 
handicapped people for the 
benefit of society. We’ve got 
to be prepared to spend money 
on this. After all the more 
people one can push up from 
the handicapped to the non- 
handicapped level — i.e. the 
more disabled people one can 
elevate and make productive — 
then the less burden they will 
be. in the Jong run, on society, 
taxpayers, ratepayers and social 
services. 


Mr. Loring also spoke in typi- 
cal forthright fashion about 
what he described as “the 
rather alarming proliferation of 
voluntary bodies looking after 
the disabled”. 


Of course, he said, this was 
a good thing in some ways be- 
cause, in Britain, if one had a 
warm heart, a strong motiva- 
tion and concern for a particu- 
lar group of people, one could 
form a charity for them provid- 
ing the Charity Commissioners 
were satisfied. But. in return 
for the privilege, chafities must 
work closely together. 


Tribute to Bill 


R. Adrian Wright, in his 

speech as retiring Chair- 
man of the Association of *62 
Clubs, paid tribute to the 
retiring President, Mr. Bill 
Hargreaves. 

He recalled how Mr. Har- 
greaves had left the security 
of a job in industry in the 
north of England to join The 
Spasties Society and had had 
the idea of forming « club for 
spastics run by spastics. 

The aims of it were “To 
improve the quality of life of 
members by widening their 
social contacts, and to enable 
them to lead a full life.” 


Mr. Wright outlined the suc- 
cess of the movement which 
started in London in 1962 and 
has sinee spread throughout 
the country. 


Sally Hampshire, heave to 


A happy band of Hollanders. 
Martin Menken, a solicitor and 
member of B.0.S-K., the Dutch 
Spastics Society, gets a helping 
hand from his wife, Arianne, 
a social worker. On the right 
is Marianne Rebel, member of 
a Dutch local group. 


Ken Cooper, Chairman, Lowes- 
toft ’62 Club, and member of 
Executive Committee A. 
of 62 Clubs. His study 
group came up with the sug- 
gestion that the disabled 
needed more outside contact 
early on. Possibly part-time 
employment similar to day 
release schemes to prepare the 
disabled person to meet the 
outside world; to prepare him 
to realise his own disabilities, 
and_to learn how to get around 
them ; : . what they could not 
do and, more important, what 
they could do. Disabled people 
should emphasise their talents 
rather than their disabilities. 


PREIUDICE has’ many 


forms. 


Bill Hargreaves, pointed 
out to delegates, “We can- 
not complain. about -able- 


- bodied people not inte- 
grating with us if we are . 
not prepared to integrate — 
with the mentally handi- — 


capped”. 

And he extended an 
especially warm welcome 
to four delegates from the 
newly formed 62 Club at 


- Brockhall Hospital, .Black- 


burn, which caters for the 
subnormal. 


Later, Mr. Leslie Lees, nurse- 
in-charge of a ‘unit at the hos- 
pital who accompanied the 
Brockhall patients, told Spas- 
tics News that the Conference 
had been of particular benefit 
to them, 


“We came down on the Fri- 
day night to settle in. And 
within the past 24 hours, there 
has been a big difference in 
their attitudes. They blossomed 
out swiftly into much more 
independent personalities, mak- 
ing their own way to meals or 
the different conference venues 
without waiting for help. In- 
deed I began to feel they just 
didn’t need me around any 
more”. 


In fact, said Mr. Lees, he 
felt that the value of the *62 
Clubs “incalculable” in encour- 
aging the mentally handicap- 
ped as well as the physically 
handicapped towards more stal- 
wart independence. 


Thanks to Police ass 


AS every regular Spas- 

tics News reader 
knows, Thames _ Valley 
Police Cadets haye given 
sterling help to ’62 Club 
members Over many years 
now. 


This help and interest 
was warmly acknowledged 
by the Club president, Mr. 
William Hargreaves, when 
he proposed a toast to all 
guests attending the con- 
ference dinner, but in par- 


As Clubs President, Mr. _ 


ticular, to the police con- 
tingent. 


The guest of honour at the 
dinner was Mr, David Holds- 
worth, Chief - Constable of 
Thames Valley Police. And he 
heard Mr, Hargreaves say: “Mr. 
Chief Constable, I wonder if 
you fully appreciate the good 
that finally emanates through 
the services your young people 
render, to us by mingling with 


\ 


Martin Pereira, a soliciter and 
member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Association of ’62 
Clubs, reporting back to the 
Conference on his group’s find- 
ings. It was felt, he said, that 
if people with other handicaps 
joined the Clubs, thus encour- 
aging other charities to help 
finance them, the Clubs would 
gain more independence. 


us, by coming on our holidays, 
by performing the very many 
and sometimes arduous services 
for us but, above all, from their 
various experiences learning 
how-to stand back and to help 
us. only when such help is 
required, 


‘Due to this experience, 
many of Britain’s police are 
helping to make this country a 


Oh, those elusive loos 


( NE study group, faced with the question, “What are the par- 

ticular problems of those in wheelchairs, and do their social 
lives need to be differently organised to cater for their specific 
needs?” decided that space is what it’s all about. -They agreed 
that the wheelchair-bound will only be able to overcome their 
social isolation when all publie and socal buildings, public and 
private transport, allow for their special needs. 

As one: delegate said: “How do you manoeuvre self and wheel- 
chair into an ordinary. loo? Surely. it’s a ridiculous situation 
where, on. a planned outing, one has to chart publie loos which 
cater for disabled people rather like charting an oasis in the 
desert?” 


conference break. z 


people to live in.” 


Transatlantic viewpoints. Narine Palmer, a supervisor at Belwoods — 
Park House, Toronto, chats to Margaret Jackson, Crewe ‘62 Club. 
and Sally Hampshire, one of the cheery police cadets, during a 


Getting to know you. A pre-dinner cocktail and-a friendly chat 
for Mrs. David Holdsworth, wife of the Chief Constable, Thames 
Valley. Police, and Ron Firman, Vice-Chairman, Association of 
*62 Clubs. : 


Cadets — 
happier place for handicapped 


Replying to the toast, Mr. 
Holdsworth spoke of the cadets’ _ 
personal and close link with 
the Clubs. And he thought that 
their particular. age group of 
16 to 19 received. too little 
credit for their most outstand- 
ing characteristic — a cheerful 
determination to. help. other 
people. 


Many of those who, as Cadets, 


had come under ‘‘the magical” 


influence of The  Spastics 
Society”, were now fully-fledged 
constables and, he would guar- 
antee, “are all the better for 
their association with you™. 


Promised their Chief Con- 
stable, “I am determined that 
this: link with you shal] con- 
tinue — always supposing, of 
course, that you want it to.” 


Owen Parry, another member 
of the Club’s Executive Com- 
mittee, and Chairman of the 
Watford -"62 Club, headed a 
group discussing the problems 
of life in wheelchairs. Space; 
his group felt, was. the main 
problem .-. « “we certainly 
can’t live ordinary social lives 
without having. speeial faei- 
lities.” 


> 


They’ve heard what the speakers had te say. Now it’s their turn 
‘to make recommendations about future needs. On their way. to 
join one of the eight study groups are, left te-right, Janice Me- 
Grath, Christine Woodhead and Gillian Barrass, all of Oldham 
762 Club. 
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Hopeful future 


Continued from Page 6 


in the first two years of life, 
that was it. ; 

“Because” said the Professor, 
“We also know from work be: 
ing done that one can learn 
new things, quite new skills, 
at all ages in life. So one of 
the tasks for the future is to 
ensure that once children leave 
school, they go on learning”, 

Indeed, as Professor Tizard 
pointed out: “While we know 
rather little about the condi- 
tions which favour the de- 
velopment of intelligence® or 
motor skills, we do know some- 
thing and are beginning to 
know where to look at the 
environmental stimuli which 
ean facilitate and accelerate 
and make it possible for people 
to develop their true poten- 
tial.” 


' Learning 


Now, how would this affect 
the handicapped generally? 
Well, what was necessary was 
to develop specific strategies 
of learning which would en: 
able the handicapped to make 
use of the residual, unimpaired 
parts of the brain. 

Another high priority in the 
future must be in the provi. 
sion of still better services to 
help parents of handicapped 
children cope with all the 
extra problems they face. And 
here the point was made that 
specialist advice is not always 


useful since it tends. to be 


general and does not relate 
sufficiently to the concrete 
Problems the parents have, 
nd the specific ways in 
Which they can help their 
children to develop.” 
“Speaking about the way in 
which the human race sets up 
artificial barriers against min- 
orities, he felt these resulted 
from the way we are brought 
up. One of the essential things 


for all of us is that we should. 


have opportunities to mix with 

ople who are different from 
Ourselves because it is only in 
this way that we really see 
them as people . ., not black 
people, deaf people, old people, 
handicapped or other similar 
labels. 


To meet 


‘And he said: “Clearly one of 
the functions of any associa- 
tion, such as the ’62 Clubs, 
which 

eople not only to meet to- 
ther but also to meet other 
groups, is that it has this func- 
fos of breaking down barriers. 
hs this in the future as be- 

g a major task for us, as a 

Society, to make it possible to 


reak down these barriers of © 
lass, of race, of handicap, so . 


at we live as common mem- 
bers of a common society.” 


_ Miss Mary Robinson, MBE., 


Trustee of PHAB, and another 
conference speaker, endorsed 
comments 


‘spoke of experience gained 


ther organisation's first 


mmer school many years 


enable handicapped. 


back. eae cock 


r hire for 


She said: “We learned that 
many physically handicapped 
people may be more handi- 
capped by other people’s atti- 
tudes tv their disability than 
by their own lack of mobility, 
speech or other impairment: 
We found that many able- 
bodied young people, shocked 
or embarrassed at first meet- 
ing with a severely physically 
handicapped young person, 
svon overcame that feeling 
when that person became a 
friend.” 


Vital role 


Organisations such as PHAB 
and the ’62 Clubs had played, 
and would continue to play an 
important part in countering 
prejudice and ignorance. 

Miss Robinson saw hope for 
the future in the eventual 
breaking of building barriers, 
the breaking dvwn, too, of 
barriers into common interest 
groups, and also the growth of 
friendship groups. She fore- 
saw, too, a world-wide coming 
tugether of people, with young 
people especially playing a 
prominent part in helping to 
build up a more caring com- 
munity. Quality of life, she 
felt, would become more impor: 
tant than current consumer- 
dominated attitudes where men 
preferred to have mure rather 
than to be more. 


Donald’s Press tribute to loving parents 


“yONALD McDonald wanted to say “Thank you” to his par- 
ents for all their love and care. For Donald, 27, is a spas- 

tic and he knows only too well how much effort they had put 
into caring for him and the worry and strain of various opera- 


tions and many illnesses. 


Now Donald has a job at the Hillingdon Work Centre and 
lives in the Westlands Hostel at Paisley, Scotland. He wrote to 


the Glasgow “Sunday Post” asking them to print his tribute to 


his parents. 


Donald added: “I know my parents are glad that I’m able to 
do so much for myself now, and I just want to say thank you 
Mum and Dad, for 27 years of loving care”. 

Not only was The Sunday Post happy to pass on the message 
but the staff added their own congratulations too. 
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Mis holiday troubles 
solved by kindness 


ANTHONY Powell a 
civil engineer in 
Reading decided to go 
abroad for his holiday 
this year. He had been 
abroad before — to Bel- 
gium and Holland but 
that had been with his 
parents. This year he de- 
cided to go it alone. 


He booked a Pontin’s 
holiday in Spain, and as 
he is a severely handi- 
capped spastic confined 
to a wheelchair, the one 
fact he wanted to be sure 
of was that there would 


be no steps to the hotel | 


entrance or inside the 
building. The booking 
was confirmed and he 
looked forward to a sun- 
shine holiday. 

So it was with consider- 
able surprise and dismay 


‘that he later learned 
through Lurn-Poly the 


ted cars, and seven days’ not- 


jee is necessary for reserva- 


tion, - 
Mr. Colin Hughes, Avis’s 


: “Operations Manager at London 


Airport, explained the £5 ex- 
‘a: “It’s not that 
naking the handicapped | 


we are 
ay | ing with 
of food was all part of the - 


hooking agents he had con- 
tacted in Reading, that the 
Hotel Pontinental in .Tor- 
remolinos had eight steps 
up to the entrance and five 
in the reception area. And 
in addition was a terse 
note saying that it was not 
Pontinental’s policy — to 
accept unaccompanied 
people in wheelchairs, but 
that a particular exception 
was being made in his 
case. 

Anthony’s mother, Mrs. 
D. M. Powell, of Reading 
said: “Anthony understood 
from Lunn-Poly that there 
were no steps at the hotel 
when they contacted the 
Pontin’s head office about 
the booking in the first 
place so it was some silly 
person at Pontin’s who was 
to blame”. Mrs. Powell 
also wrote an indignant 
letter to Mr. Fred Pontin 
who heads _ Pontinental 


Ltd. about the case and 


stressing the unfairness in 
the hotel policy in refusing 
bookings from the un- 


accompanied disabled, in 
wheelchairs. 


There is a happy ending 
to 24-year-old Anthony’s 
story — for the hotel man- 
ager Senor Vega had a 
ramp built so that Anthony 
could wheel himself 
straight into the basement 
of the hotel and then use 
the lift. He went out of his 
way to make the young 
Englishman welcome, and 
he has invited him back 
next year. Other young 
men at the hotel helped 
Anthony to and from the 
swimming pool which was 
reached by steps. 


The resident nurse, who 
was English, took care of 
his laundry and the hotel 
entertainers took him out 
before he left for home. 


Said Mrs. Powell, “It 
was the first time Anthony 
had gone away without us 
— after all he doesn’t 
want Mum tagging along 
too and he certainly has no 
qualms about going again 
next year”. 


Under starter’s orders 
in their speedy-new hob- 
carts are, left to right, 
Christopher Turner, who 
has .a_ leg _ disability, 
Stephen Dunkason, a spas- 
tic, and Joseph Hunt, with 
spina bifida. 

The earts were donated 
to the Peterlee and Dis- 
trict Committee for the 
Chronically Sick and Dis- 
abled by various well-wish- 
ers in County Durham, 

An earlier hob-cart was 
presented to the commit- 
tee some time ago by a 
local bakery. When the 
first user grew out of it 
there were two other 
children waiting to use it. 
Rather than disappoint 
one of them, the ladies of 
the Easington, Peterlee 
and District Inner Wheel 
offered to help, and don- 
ated enough cash to buy 
two more machines with 
some money to spare. Fin- 
ally, members of Horden 
Workingmen’s Club made 
up the funds to cover the 
purchase of a fourth cart, 
which is being used by 
Christopher Cooper, also 
a spastic. - E 

As well as enabling the 
children to get about: more 
independently, this type of 
equipment helps exercise 
their leg muscles. 

Photo by courtesy of 
The Mail, Hartlepool. 


Work is all part of the 


fun at Woodlarks camp 


z sounds like a caterer’s 
~ nightmare — 81 fried 


eggs, 200-odd bangers and . 


several gallons of bedtime 
cocoa. These were just a 
ee : e ceed ioe 
by ungry holidaymak- 
ers at this year’s Wood- 
larks Camp, where help- 
e préparation 


fun. 
Every year, The Spastics 


‘Society's Clubs and Holi- 


ek’s stay at Woodlarks 


atl 


, Surrey, a Camp- 
ally designed for 


ities eta, ly bee weir 
ar over the years with 


pastie men and women of all 


days Section organises a_ 


ages who enjoy the fresh air, 
beautiful surroundings and an 
action-filled programme of 
events. Activities include swim- 
ming, riding, games, shopping 
expeditions, camp fires — also, 
dare we say it, spud-bashing 


» and other camp chores. 


On this occasion, 27 of the 
campers were confined to 
wheelchairs. Helpers included 
Thames Valley Police Cadets— 
staunch friends of The Spastics 


Society, who are always ready. - 


to lend a hand on these occa- 


‘sions. Also attending the camp 
were staff of the Society’s 
Club’s and Holidays Section, 
_ some of whom had brought 


along their own friends, — 


“This year’s camp was held 
during the hottest September 


week since records began and 


everybody took full advantage 


of the luxurious outdoor swim- 
ming pool. In the evenings 
there were games and singing 
round the camp fire. 

The young and not so young 
mingled happily together and 
Mr. Bernard Jones took his first 
oe on a horse at the age of 
O25. <s ; 

If anybody would like to join 

~ next year’s camp, please write 
to the Holiday Organiser. The 
Spastics Society, 16 Fitzroy 
Square, London, WiP 5HQ. 


Fa an See coe et De 
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Owing to severe pressure on space many 


Services 
was the 
Eastern 

theme 


“CYERVICES for Spastics” 

was the theme of The 
Spastics Society’s Eastern 
Regional Conference which 
was specially designed to give 
parents an active voice in de- 
ciding the most urgent needs 
of their spastic children, 


It was attended by 130 dele- 
gates from Bedfordshire, 
Essex, Buckinghamshire, Nor- 
folk, Hertfordshire, Suffolk, 
Northamptonshire and Oxford- 
shire, who were given a civic 
welcome by the Mayor of Bed- 
ford, Councillor Graham 
Bates. 

Mr. Derek Lancaster-Gaye, 
the Society’s Assistant Director, 
Services, in his conference 
address spuke of the dramatic 
change in social service prvuvis- 
ion in the last few years. There 
were the new statutory obli- 
gations of local authorities as 
the result of the Chronically 
Sick and Disabled Persons Act, 
the latest Education Act, and 
the restructuring of the Nat- 
ipnal Health Service. 

He also said that The Spas- 
tics Society itself must be more 
flexible in its thinking. He 
outlined-the work of the Soe- 
iety over the last 21 years and 
pointed out that, while efforts 
were made to avoid “institu- 
tivnising” spastics, it was to 
some extent inevitable because 
centres are geared towards 
providing care and treatment 
for the handicapped which de- 
prived them of the ability and 
right to make their own decis- 
ions. He stressed. the need for 
greater integration of handi- 
capped and able - bodied in 
schools and elsewhere. 

In reply tv the question, 
“What is meant by integra- 
tion?” Mr, Lancaster-Gaye said: 
“T think it means that disabled 
people should have the oppor- 
tunity to play an active role in 
the community, to make decis- 
ions.” He stressed the need for 
the choices which we take fur 
granted. 

Mr. Lancaster-Gaye said he 
hoped there would be growing 
co-operation between the Soc- 
iety and local authorities. The 
cost of providing centres was 
now too great, and instead 
money should be spent on per- 
suading others to build them. 
More should also be spent vn 
training, and developing aids 
and appliances. He said: “We 
are a large Society with lots 
of expertise, and we should be- 
gin to pass on this expertise 
more and more.” 

Three questions were . dis- 
cussed by the seven study 
groups: “What are the services 
for disabled people still sadly 
lacking in the region?” “What 
is the relationship in the reg- 
ion between those having a res- 
ponsibility to provide services 


and those. disabled people or: 


their families entitled to re- 
ceive them?” and “A severely 


disabled person in the com- 
munity is a second class citizen” 


—if this is true, how can his _ 


status be improved?” 


| news and feature items which were Prepared 
for this issue have had to be held over. | 


a 


SCOTTISH collectors 
and their families — 


150 of them—converged 


on Stanmore House, a 
residential school for the 
severely handicapped in 
Lanarkshire. This open 
day for Spastics Pool 
supporters, the first of its 
kind, was first suggested 
by Commander Cam- 
eron, General Secretary 
of the Scottish Council 
for the Care of Spastics 
at the beginning of 


Glasgow office now ship- 
shape and Bristol fashion: 
“We are now becoming es- 
tablished,” commented 
Scottish representative 
Norman Kirk when the 
team from Bristol dropped 
in recently. Norman, who 
was formerly the super- 
visor responsible for East 
Kilbride, where he carried 
out a_ rationalisation 
scheme, has been trying 
for the past 15 months to 
put the house in order. 
With 310 collectors in the 
Greater Glasgow area res- 
ponsible to the office 
through couriers, there is 
plenty to do. He is ably 
assisted by Josephine Ker- 
nohan, and they are both 
seen here in our picture 
discussing the collectors’ 
set-up with Martyn 
Taylor, who looks after 
Scottish affairs at head 
office. 


Mg ELE 


April. It was felt that 


collectors should be 
given the opportunity of 
seeing at first-hand, what 
is being done for young 
spastics by the Scottish 
Council with the help of 
money donated by the 
Spastics Pool. — 

Coach parties were 
arranged from Glasgow, 
Falkirk, Edinburgh and 
Grangemouth, and many 
more arrived under their 
own steam, A party from 


Top Ten Promotions led by 
Director Geoffrey Arter 


and including George 
Abbott, Adrian Widgery, 
Martyn Taylor, Grant 


Witchell and John Prif- 
chard, took advantage of 
the occasion not only to 
visit the centre but to dis- 
cuss Scottish developments 
with Spastics Pool repre- 
sentatives. 

The highlight of the visit to 
Stanmure was the surprise 
presentation for £500. by Geof- 
frey Arter, a trustee of the 


Good Neighbours Trust and 
director of Top Ten Promo- 
tions, ty» Commander Cameron: 


The Good Neighbours Trust 
asked that the money should 
go to the welfare of the child- 
ren at Stanmore House. 


Commander Cameron, in 
thanking the Good Neighbours 
Trust, also thanked all present 
for the regular contributions 
they make through their mem- 
bership of the Spastics Pool. 


Picture shows on the 
left, Geoffrey Arter presen- 
ting a cheque to Comman- 
der Cameron, surrounded 
by collectors and a few of 
the children resident at 
Stanmore. 


Massive 
entry for 
Motor Show 


contest 


PPROXIMATELY 3 
+Aunillion Spastics Pool 
members have entered 
the latest competition 
which is based on the 
attendance at the Motor 
Show at Earls Court. 

“This will be the most 


. successful competition 
of its kind,” remarked 
George Fuller, Execu- 
tive Manager, Dividends 
Department, Top Ten 
Promotions. “It is un- 
derstandable when the 
competition offers 20 
Vauxhall Viva _— cars, 


£20,000 worth of Spring 
holidays, and 2,000 con- 
solation prizes of spirit 
and wine packs. 

“It is anticipated that 
the cars and consolation 
prizes .will be delivered 
to the lucky members in 
time for Christmas.” 


Splashes 


Have you 
| enrolled — 
50 new 


members? 


IN a previous edition of 
Spastics News a new 
incentive scheme for. col- 
lectors was announced, 
and to date almost 100 
collectors have qualified. 
Official collectors of the 
Spastics Pool who enrol 50 
new memberships between 
ist September and © 26th 
January, 1974, will be 
offered a holiday for two 
at a special gala week at 
Pontin’s Holiday Centre, 
Blackpool, in May, 1974. 


Mrs. Anne Shepherd of 
Durham Road, Stockton, col- 
lector DUR.72/55, was the 
first to claim for her holiday. 
In the past Mrs. Shepherd has 
heen associated with a num- 
ber of charities and approached 
area representative Mr. K. 
Hallanby, to become a collec- 
tor as she wished to “get out 
and meet people.’ Needless 
to say, he is delighted with her 
progress and hopes that she 
will be the first of many of 
his collectors who will reach 
the qualifying figure before 
January 26th. 


A message to readers 
from Boppo the Bear: 
Why not uy ore of my 
books for Christmas and 
help spastics everywhere? 
The book, which is the first 
of a series about me, my 
friends, and our adven- 
tures, is available to all 


Pool. But don’t stop there 
—why not 
young children eve 

to join my club Please 
write to me at Ti 
Promotions Limited, 
morland House, 104 Stokes 
Croft, Bristol BS99 7QZ. 


Collectors and spastics 
enjoy Jersey holiday 


PORMER area supervisor 

Bill Hodson of East 
Dulwich has over the years 
become very involved with 
the South London Spasties 
Group, and it has been his 
ambition to organise a 
holiday for the —handi- 
capped. During the Broad- 
reeds Gala Week in May he 
and his wife Barbara dis- 
cussed the question with 
Ted Bartlett of Top Ten 
Travel. 

As a result, a party con- 
sisting of Spastics Pool 
collectors and handicapped 
persons from the South 
London Spastics Group de- 


parted from Gatwick air- 
port in September to spend 
seven days at the 
Pomme D’or in Jersey. 


During their stay, the 
local spastics group in 
Jersey put its mini-bus at 
the disposal of the visitors 
who, in turn, organised a 
raffle with prizes donated 
by the Collectors’ Club, 
which enabled them te 
make a donation. 


According to Bill. and 


Barbara, the Pomme D’Or 
was perfect, which laid the 


foundation for a mest en-. 


joyable holiday. 


& 


No wonder Mr. George 
Anderton of Small Lane, 
Ormskirk, is smiling. Our 
picture shows him receiv- 
ing a first dividend cheque 
for £970.68p from the Cap- 
tain of Ormskirk Cricket 
Club, Sandy Tittershill. 
Mr, Anderton is a grounds- 
man at the club. Also pic- 


tured, right, Mr. Ron 
Worthy, area’ supervisor 
LA.66. 


Congratulations for Mrs. 
Marjorie Fuller of Kiln 
Road, Newbury, as she re- 
ceives the keys of her 
Vauxhall Viva car from the 
Mayor of Newbury, Cllr, 
Pauline Bodin. Mrs. Fuller 
won her prize in Charm 
Girl Competition No, 7, 


supporters of the Spastics 


encourage 


Ten _ 
est-. - 


fotel — 


eee 
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x rewarding film—and {No hoots-so 


Harriet 
too... 


ELL — there we were 

—all the family glued 
to the television screen, 
waiting for our daughter 
Harriet to appear on 
Horizon’s film for BBC2, 
Stretch Up Tall. 


We had heard all about 
the camera crew spending 
a week down at Ingfield 
Manor, the Society’s school 
in Sussex; we’d heard how 
—in the way film makers 
have—they had required 
the children to do over and 
over again things which 
they found difficult under 
normal circumstances, let 
alone under the glare and 
heat of television lights. 

So we sat, a totall 
biased, committed aud- 
ience, prepared to lean 
over backwards to find the 
film worthwhile, reward- 
ing. 

In the event, there was no 
need. The Horizon team had 
made a sympathetic, intelligent 
documentary about a compli- 


Pictures show children from Ingfield Manor School who 


appeared in the film. 


achievement. What it did not, 
and could not, show was the 
progress one child can make 
over a longer period, and to 
those whv work with them this 


‘Sympathetic 


and sensitive’ 


Harold spent 
summer days 
indoors 


OST of the summer Harold 
Jolly, aged 12, had to stay 
indoors at his home near Cram- 
lington, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
and when school started he 
still stayed at home. 

Harold, who is spastic, can- 
not walk without his calipers 
on and he had no caliper boots 
to wear. 


His mother Mrs. Margaret 
Jolly, 34, explained: “Harold 
gets his boots from Northgate 
and District Hospital School, 
Morpeth. When he needs new 
ones they are usually replaced 
straight away but he had a six- 
week wait when he outgrew his 
last ones. When at last they 
did come, we found they were 
too small so we sent them back 
to be replaced, but .instead an 
incision was made in the leather 
and four holes were cut so the 
laces could be threaded further 
down”, 

Worried because their son 
had not been able to go out for 
a walk for so long, the Jollys 
decided to pay out £21 to have 
a pair specially made. 


cated, difficult subject, one can be quite startling. ae ae ee ie MBs: Mary Wilson, wife Picture shows, left to 
which can easily arouse false ° The “before and after” ele- SUrenE thie arocesiiaie: tlk length of Sri aecned iDRMaICe of the Leader of the right, Mrs. Wilson, Mr. 
sentiment, rash enthusiasms or ment was tackled by showing  ssiowing ee cared in | the boots. They were then | Opposition, always takes a Richard Gray, the Soci- 
: Ummecesary- depression. a new boy, severely handi- ye Vistener: modified in the hope they | keen interest in the work  ety’s Head of Development 


No — here were clear, fac- 
tual explanativuns of the nature 
of cerebral palsy (helpful for 


capped, and with—I quote—“a 
long way to go.” Here again the 
gentle explanations, the child’s 


Sir,—Today it is fashionable 


would fit. As that had been 
unsuccessful, the hospital sug- 


of The Spastics Society. 
She has three times pre- 


and Miss Shirley Keene, 
who is in charge of the 


in some quarters to denigrate ; rize- iSiti i ; : 
parents of spastics as well as  effort—however small the the British Broadcasting Stee te ; ae returned for sented awaes ae Visiting Aids Centre. 
the layman viewer), and an  result—contributed to an vver- poration and question its ob- “s Rete y 


opportunity -for the children 
themselves to demonstrate the 
results of traditional physio- 


therapy and the new Peto 
method nvuw in use at Ingfield 
Manor. 

Peto is just as revolutionary 


all impression of facing and 
accepting the facts and quietly 
getting down to dealing with 
them. - 

Of course, there were jarring 
moments for us as parents. The 
renowned Opies—husband and 
wife experts on children from 
all angles—with their glib 
statement that all parents come 
to terms with their child’s 
handicap (which they don’t), 
and what they want is help and 
understanding, not pity. I’m 
not so sure that pity is a bad 
thing. It is one of the elements 
of compassion, and that we 
could all do with. 


The beautifully controlled 
ballet dancers used _= as 
examples vf physical excellence 
to show that this is how it 
should be, seemed to me a bit 
sore-thumbish, but I may be 
being over-sensitive here. I 
would have preferred ordin- 
ary schoolchildren to point the 
contrast. 


All our friends and rela- 
tions watched, of course, and 


jectivity. The Spastics Society 
has never subscribed to such 
views since, over the 21 years 
that we have been in existence, 
we have always found that the 
BBC, through all its many 
outlets, has always displayed a 
well - informed and_ fair 
approach tv the problems of 
handicapped people and those 
charities concerned with their 
welfare. Criticism of charities 
there may have been at times, 
but it was always objective and 
to the point. This lucid 
approach was reflected in the 
very fine documentary on spas- 
tie children, Stretch Up Tall, 
produced by the BBC Tele- 
vision Horizon team and 
screened on October 1. The film 
was a model of its kind, as 
it approached a complex and 
difficult subject with sympathy 
and sensitivity but without any 
maudlin sentimentality. Even 
more important, it handled the 
medical facts impeccably, thus 
raising neither false hopes nor 
despair in parents of handi- 
capped children. 


Appeals chief 


* 


[CE-chairman of the Orkney 
Tourist Association and 
secretary and treasurer of the 


contest for spastics and 
also judged the poetry sec- 
tion. 


when the 
Aids 


Therefore, 
Society's Visiting 


Cashing in 


on Royal 


wedding 


PRINCESS Anne’s 
wedding on Novem- 
ber 14 could prove a 
popular money raiser 
for The Spastics Society. 
Some local- spastics 
groups. are already 
marking THE wedding 
of the year with the idea 
of raising moriey to aid 
spastics. 


Picture by courtesy of the 
W est Lancashire 
Evening Gazette. 


Centre was in Blackpool at 
the same time as the re- 
cent Labour Party Confer- 
ence, Mrs. Wilson took the 
opportunity to see another 
aspect of’ what is being 
done to help spasties take 
their place in the com- 
munity. 


The V.A.C, is a mobile 
exhibition and information 
library on aids for the 
handicapped. As well as 
carrying a selection of 
actual gadgets and equip- 
ment,. the caravan has 
more than 500 illustrated 
index cards showing 
where each item can be 
obtained. 


The purpose-of the cen- 
tre is to show people all 
over the country.what can 
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Leadership award 


for Director 


James Loring, Director 

' ‘The Spastics Society, 
was presented with an award 
for leadership during his 15- 
day stay in the United States 
last month. He had gone to 
New York to take part in a 
seminar on “Models of Service 
for the- Multi-handicapped 
Adult,” organised by the Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy Society, 
vf which he is Honorary Secre- 
tary-General. 

Presenting the award, a crys- 
tal sphere with a map of the 
world, Mrs. Ethel Hausman, 
Vice-President of the United 
Cerebral Palsy of New York 
Inc., spoke of thé way the ICPA 
had g-own under Mr, Loring’s 
leadership and the benefit that 
it had brought to the handi- 
capped all over the world. 

The cunference drew 400 
delegates from 20 nations, and 
they included doctors, social 
workers and parents. One of 
the conference aims was to 
give especial help to the under- 
developed Latin American 
countries where services for 
the adult handicapped are less 
advanced. 

The conference speakers in- 
cluded Mr. Alex Moira, a Vice- 
Chairman of The Spastics Soc- 
iety’s Executive Council; Mr. 
Derek — Lancaster-Gaye, the 
Society’s Assistant Director, 


New deal for 
disabled 
visitors ? 


As readers of Spastics News 
will remember, Miss Mona 
Winberg’s visit from Canada 
was threatened when it was 
found she could not get a dis- 
abled driver’s disc for display 
on her hosts’ car, necessary for 
sight-seeing round London. 

The Spastics Society and the 
British Tourist Authority both 
tackled the Department of the 
Environment on behalf of Miss 
Winberg, who is a severely 
disabled spastic. 

Now the Department of the 
Environment has written to 
say that it is reviewing the 
orange badge scheme after its 
first year in operation, and the 
suggestion that disabled visi- 
tors should be included will 
be considered. 

Miss Winberg, who is Presi- 
dent of the Ontario Federation 
of the Cerebral Palsied, was 
able to enjoy her visit after all 
because of special arrange- 
ments. made for her by the 
British Tourist Authority. 


Services; Miss Margaret Mur- 
gan, Head of the Society’s Soc- 
ial Work and Employment De- 
partment, and Mrs. Anita: Lor- 
ing, Secretary of ICPA. 

Mr. Loring chaired the 
banquet on the second day of 
the four-day conference fur the 
presentation of Leadership 
Recognition Awards. 

Mr. and Mrs. Loring then 
travelled to Omaha, Nebraska, 
to lecture and see for them- 


selves the work of ENCOR, the ~ 


East Nebraska Community 
Office vf Retardation. 

Mr. Loring explained: “The 
five counties of East Nebraska 
joined together and managed 
to obtain State and County aid 
to set up a programme to help 
the mentally retarded. ENCOR 
is a voluntary organisatiun and 
no one on the staff appears to 
be over 30. There is tremen- 
dous enthusiasm which is very 
infectious and, though all the 
workers are not qualified, they 
are all highly motivated. Sume- 
thing like that here could 
change the face of an area 
which is deprived of services.” 

Not only did the Lorings see 
the work being done for the 
mentally retarded, they also 
tovk part in an intensive lec- 
ture programme. “On the sec- 
ond day we gave five papers in 
six hours: We want to interest 
ENCOR in doing the same for 
the physically handicapped as 
they have for the mentally 
handicapped.” 


Swansea s 
first shop 


_Swansea’s. first spastics 
gift shop was opened re- 
cently and at the cere- 
mony were Mr. Alan Wil- 
liams, M.P. for Swansea 
West, Mr. Gwyn John, 
Appeals Secretary of the 
Swansea and District Spas- 
tics Association, and Mr. 
Emlyn Davies, Senior Reg- 
ional Officer for Wales. 

The Swansea committee 
runs three Centres at 
Longfield, near Swansea, 
and the latest addition is a 
Family Help Unit. 


Pictured opening up 
Swansea’s first shop are, 
left to rigk*, Mr. Emlyn 
Davies, Welsh Senior Reg- 
ional Officer, Mr. Gwyn 
John, Appeals Secretary of 
the Swansea and District 
Spastics Association, and 
Mr. Alan Williams, M.P. 


for Swansea West. 


a 


Stuart Cox, 25, of Staines, Middlesex, is pictured 


with the B-type Dutton car he built with a do-it- 
yourself kit. Stuart, whois a spastic, took six months 
to put the vehicle together and the completed job 
cost him £400. His father, who runs a garage, said: 
“1 never thought he’d finish it.” 

Stuart has already taken the car on the road at 
speeds of.up to 70 miles an hour and says, “It han- 


dles like a dream.” 


Picture by courtesy of Evening Mail, Slough 


Penfriend wanted — 


ICHAEL Stray, aged 31, of 
Croxley Green, Hertford- 
shire, would like a pen-friend, 


male or female, preferably liv-- 


ing in the same county. 

He is fond of reading, music 
and pictures. He can get about 
on his own fairly well. Plea’e 
write to:— Michael Stray, 290, 
New Road, Croxley Green, 
Hertfordshire. 


Is there enough help for 


40-plus 


spasties? 


PASTICS who were in their 
\J "teens when improved ser: 
vices fur the disabled were in- 
troduced in the 1950s, are now 
just as neglected in middle age 
as they were before voluntary 
services started to provide 
help. 

This statement was made by 
Dr. E Klapwijk, who addressed 
the London Regional Confer- 
ence on the problems vf the 
spastic who is over 40 and can- 
not get the same help available 
to handicapped children. 

He stressed the comparative 
ease with which it is possible 
to catch the imagination of the 
public when it comes to pro- 
viding funds and care for 
young children. But, he said, 
adults do not have childish 
appeal and therefore in many 
cases received less help. 

Dr. Klapwijk, like Regions 


Director Tony Franks who spoke 


before him, emphasised the im- 
purtance of integrating handi- 
capped people into the com- 
munity. He then went on to 
talk about Het Dorp — the 
village in Hulland for the hand- 
icapped which he runs. 


City suburb 


The village is a suburb of 
the city of Arnhem, and pro- 
vides homes fur 400 disabled 
adults between the ages of 40 
and 73, as well as the usual 
services of any community such 
as a post office, restaurant, lib- 
rary and swimming pool, all of 
which are open to non- 
handicapped people. 

After lunch, Dr. 
Grifiths, consultant peadiatri- 
cian at Lea Castle Hospital, 
Kidderminster, talked about 
the problems of the very young 
child. One vf the main prob- 
lems, she stressed, is communi- 
cation. “Often I have parents 
coming to me to ask will a child 
be able to walk? Rarely do 
they ask will a child be able 
to communicate, yet this is 
probably the most important 
factor tu the child.” 

Dr. Grifiths said that all hos- 
pitals needed assessment units 
and family help centres. She 
also said there was a crying 
need for visiting advisors for 
the homebound parent. But al- 
though there was a , “desper- 
ate” shortage of these facilities 
for the very young, there is 
hype because local and nat- 


Margaret 


ional government agencies are 
getting together with voluntary 
bodies to see what can be pro: 
vided. 

Playgroups must play a 
bigger role in. helping both 
children and parents. They can 
help the child by careful use 


ADDRESS 


of play patterns which help de- 
velopment, and if spastic child- 
ren are integrated in ordinary 
groups this helps with future 
understanding on the part of 
the non-handicapped. It helps 
parents by giving them a much 
needed break. 


Chadds, the long established and best known mail- 
order house for quality knitting wools are looking 
for Agents in all parts of the country—No invest- 
ment or selling is necessary—everything is explained 
and supplied entirely FREE. You can provide your 
circle of friends with a genuine knitters service at 
reduced costs and earn generous commission for 
your favourite cause or yourself. If you would like to 
know more please complete the coupon below. 
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B. V. Ellis, secretary of the 
Royal Engineers’ Hamelin 
Garrison Winter Darts League. 


Mrs. Ellis has a_ spastic 


' granddaughter and so she 


presented a cup bearing her 
name to be competed for by 
the best individual darts 
player each year. - 

The proceeds will be don. 
ated to The Spastics Society. 
One of the teams that com- 
peted was composed of Ger- 
mans who use the “Schul- 
theiss Gastaette” which is 
opposite the Royal Engineers’ 
barracks, When_ the hottle 
was opened at the guesthouse, 
the amount reached over £100. 


‘A street collection held in 
Birmingham by the Midland 
Spastic Association has raised 
£1,600 for group funds. 


= =m == ' POST THIS COUPON NOW!=: === == am 


Chadds Mail Order Wools Ltd. (Dept. SN12), 
Whapload Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk. 
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W covers thousands of 
acres in Orlando, Florida, 


and is filled with magic- 


kingdoms, adventure lands 
and other exciting places. 
And, with a bit of luck, 
while her class mates at 
the. Society’s — Wilfred 
‘Pickles School for spastics 
are settling down. to les- 
sons, Linda Sargant, aged 
11, will be able to see all 
of it for herself. 


Winner 


For shé has won the 
visit through the Pye Ltd. 
National painting compe- 
tition for children aged be- 
tween five and 11. . There 
was a special category for 
disabled children — and 
Linda, of Hockley, Essex, 
came first with a picture 
of a vase of roses she pain- 
ted with her teeth. 

The bit of luck means 
her parents, who are to 
accompany her on_ the 
journey, finding an extra 
£384 so that Linda’s twin 
sister and six-year-old 
brother won’t be. left out 
of the trip to America. 

Picture shows Linda re- 
ceiving her prize from 
Doug, “Susan and Mick of 
“Magpie,” at Thames Tele- 
vision Studios. 


An idea 
that's not 
so dusty 


TPTHERE’S gold in that 

thar dust. Boys and 
Girls at Varndean Grammar 
School, Brighton, have Come 
up with an idea that they 
hope will not only raise 
money for spastics but net 
them the prize for original- 
ity in The Spastics Society 
Schools Campaign, in which 
schools all over the country 
compete to raise money for 
spastics. 

The pupils will be raiding 
their mothers’ vacuum clean- 
ers for the grey fluff inside 
to sell to Beecham’s Re- 
search Department at Worth- 
ing. There the fluff will be 
analysed for work into aller- 
gies. 

Certainly it is a money 
raiser not to be sneezed at. 


LT Disney ~World - 


| 


He ‘said: 


them more than others.” 


cared for in good homes. 
01-789 9892. 


Stephen is a 


proud Briton 


THE Daily Mirror news- 

paper recently invited 
its. readers to write 250 
words on ‘“‘Why I’m Proud 
to be British.” From hun- 
dreds of replies, seven let- 
ters were chosen for pub- 
lication. 

One of them was written 
by Stephen Collins, a spas- 
tic boy from Yorkshire. 
We reproduce his photo- 


LSI SESE ELE PA NE eR 
Come to The Spastics Society’s 
PEDIGREE PIGEON AUCTION 
Islington Town Hall 
Saturday, November 10 
at 10.30.a.m. 

To be opened by Joe Bugner 
European Boxing Champion. 
Grand draw with 50 prizes. 


Puppies afer for 
spastic children 


4 ALLY, a golden labrador, has given birth to a litter of fine 
pedigree pups, They are worth quite a bit of money but 

her owner, Mr. Gerald Brewster of 68 Arnold Crescent, Belmont 
Road, S.W.18, does not want to’ make a profit out of them. 

Instead, he contacted The Spastics Society to ask if there 
were any schools or centres of the Society that would like 
one—he has ‘seven to give away to good homes. 
“T’ve always put money in The Spastic Society’s 
collection boxes, and when Sally had her pups I decided to give 
them to spastic children, because I think the children need 


- Mr. Brewster, who lost his own daughter when she was four 
months old, is keeping four of the litter. “I’ve decided to breed 
them so I can give: more away. 

The pups are only a few weeks old at the moment, but should 
be ready to leave their mother round about Christmas time. 

They eat tinned dog food and dog biscuits and need a fair 
bit of exercise, so they will have to: go to a home where there 
is plenty of time to spend on them and exercise them. Labra- 
dors are well known for their good nature when they are 
Mr. Brewster’s phone number is 


graph and _ prizewinning 
Fetter by courtesy of The 
Daily Mirror, 

“I am Stephen Richard Col- 
lins. I live at Netherton, near 
Wakefield. I go to school in 
Huddersfield and go home at 
weekends. I am fourteen. 


I am proud to be British 
because we have better hos- 
pitals, doctors, nurses and 


equipment. 

When I was born the doctor 
was very good but my mum 
and dad said there was some- 


thing wrong with me. The 
doctor said I was a slow-grow- 
ing baby, but when I was two | 
years old they found I was 
spastic. 


I had ‘an operation on my 
tendon. and the doctors -and 
nurses looked after me very 
well, After the operation, in the 
night I could have a drink 
when I wanted one. I am thank- 
ful to the doctors I can walk 
now. 

When I came here at first I 
could not walk. Now I can. 
That is why 1 am proud to be 
British.”? 


‘an. inquiry, 


JfAmMOouUS racing jaune Graham Hill, on behalf of i 


the Disabled Drivers’ Action Group, earlier 


this year introduced the Prime Minister, Mr. Edward - 
Heath, to the much-criticised Ministry issued three- 


wheeler trike, and its aneerlnn adapted Mini. 


Last month it was the 
Leader of the Opposition, 
‘Mr. Harold Wilson’s turn, 
and he found the trikes 
fragile and claustrophobic 

Mr. Wilson lashed out at 
the Government over its 
treatment of the problems 
facing the 20,000 trike 
drivers by appointing just 
one person, Baroness 


Sharp, to produce a report — 


on disabled drivers’ trans- 
port. 

. “I have a high regard for 
Lady Sharp,” he told members 
of the Disabled Drivers’ Action 
Group who met him. “I am not, 
however, in favour of vne-man 
committees or even one-woman 
committees. It would: have 
been better, if there was to be 
to have ensured 
that the committee included 
people whv -knew at first hand 
something of the problems of 
the disabled, as well as social 
workers, doctors, and someone 
who really knew something 
about vehicles. That 
would have been better, and it 
could hardly have taken any 
longer. Every question, every 
representation, is shoved off 
with the excuse that ‘we must 
wait for Sharp.’” 

Lady Sharp’s findings are 
expected to be presented to 
Sir Keith Joseph, the Social 
Services Minister, in the next 


few days and _ published 
shortly. 

Mr, Wilsun added: “TI believe 
that one highly important 


feature in your campaign is 
the assertion, for which I be- 
lieve you can claim consider- 
able technical evidence, ‘that 


there would be no further jus- 
tification for. issuing disabled 


persons who can -drive an. 


adapted fuur-vheéled car with 


a less safe, uncomfortable, un- . 


reliable. and socially undesir- 
able invalid tricycle, when the 
car can be provided at compar- 
able, if not lesser cost.’” 

And he said: “Finally; I 
should like to thank you for 
the trouble you have taken, in- 
cluding the great inconven- 
ience to which you have put 
some of your members, to en- 
able me to see something of 
these problems at first hand.” 


: daughter Pamela. 


Said’ Mr. Griffiths: |“ 
s not only that the shop does 
-a lot of good. for spastics. 
It also offers good value for 
money, particularly ~ to” 
elderly people and young 


ren.” 


Picture below shows Mr. 
Griffiths asd his daughter 
Pamela finding the perfeet 
style for a young fashion-— 
conscious customer. 

Picture by courtesy of 
the East Anglian 
Daily Times 


Last chance for 1973 


Achievement Award 


A CHEQUE for £250, generously donated by the Van Neste 

Foundation, and a handsome silver cup, are waiting for the 
spastic man, woman or young person over the age of 12, to 
whom a panel of distinguished judges award the first prize in 
the 1973 Special Achievement Award organised by The Spas- 


tics Society. There will also be prizes for runners-up. 

Qualifications are either an outstanding achieve- 
ment, or sustained personal effort in particularly dif- 
ficult circumstances, and all candidates have to be 


nominated. 

Those of us who know, 
or work with or for spas- 
tics, realise the battles 
most of them have to fight 
for independence and to 
break through their own 
special barrier. Sometimes 
the results are spectacular, 
sometimes it is the deter- 
mined effort against seem- 
ingly hopeless odds_ that 
is outstanding. 

We don’t envy the judges 
—they will have a very 
difficult decision to make 
and, unfortunately, there 
can be only one first prize. 


However, Sir Geoffrey 
Jackson, Lady McLeod, 
Jack Ashley, M.P., and 


Graham Hilti, who will be 


doing the judging, have all 
had personal experience of 
the difficulties of facing up 
to and overcoming hard- 
ship and handicap, and Mr. 
James Loring, Director of 
the Society, as Chairman 
of the panel, will advise on 
technical or other points. 

By spotlighting some of 
the individual efforts we 
hope we will not only en- 
courage other handicapped 
people, but show the pub- 
lic how spasties can, and 
do, win through, if given 
the chance. 

All entries for the Award 
must be in by Friday, 
November 30. 

If you would like to 


nominate somebody, please 
send details either direct 
to The Spastics Society, 12 
Park Crescent, “London, 
WIN 4EQ (please mark en- 
velope “Special Achieve- 
ment Award”), or to Mrs. 
Nina Heycock, 88/89, 
Queen’s Gate, South Ken- 
Sington, London, S.W.7, 
who is organising the pro- 
ject on behalf of the 
Society. 

YOUR candidate” could 
be the one to win £250 plus 
a silver cup, so please send 
in your nomination as soon 
as possible, 
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